What letter grade I give you will depend on the final average of the scores you get on the various assignments in the course (which I'll outline below). I'll use the following scale to convert your final average to a letter grade. (For an explanation of how I arrived at these numbers, see the "Plus/Minus Grading" document on my web site.) Many (if not all) assignments will be graded numerically, rather than with letter grades, and you can also use this scale to interpret the numerical scores you get in this course during the semester. Your overall grade will be determined by your scores on papers, and on class participation and attendance. If you are taking this course for 1 credit, you will write up three or four papers (your choice), and your three best papers will count for 25 percent each, with class participation and attendance also being worth 25 percent; and if you are taking this course for 2 credits, you will write up six or seven papers (your choice), and your six best papers will count for 15 percent each, with class participation and attendance being worth 10 percent.
Paper assignments: Each of your papers should be a maximum of 300 words long. Each paper should be on just one topic-that is, if you are writing a paper in a week for which there are multiple topics listed, write your paper on just one of the topics listed.
Formatting your papers:
At the beginning of every paper, include at least the following identifying information: your name, the date when you are turning it in, and its word count.
Stylistic expectations:
Every paper you turn in should be a finished, polished piece of writing. Additionally, it should be written as if intended for the general reader, not just for me or the members of this class.
Due dates: You can choose the weeks in which you'll write your papers. Just be sure to start writing them soon enough in the semester to leave yourself time to write as many papers as you need, as determined by the number of credits for which you are enrolled.
Deadlines:
The deadline for each paper will be the beginning of the class period with which it is associated. This deadline will be strictly enforced: late papers' scores will be reduced by 25 percentage points for each full or partial day of lateness (with each "day" starting at 11 a.m.). Papers submitted in class, or shortly before, will be returned the next week. Papers turned in at least 24 hours early may be graded and returned in the associated class period rather than a week later. Attendance and participation: Your attendance and participation score will be based, mainly, on the following considerations. First, you can miss up to one class period at your discretion, without providing an excuse for your absence; if you have more than one absence, you should be prepared to provide excuses for all of them. Second, good class participation consists of offering intelligent, relevant, and helpful comments and questions. You should be an active discussant and should feel free to introduce your own perspective and concerns into the discussion; at the same time, however, you should not think that more participation is always better. Ideal class participation involves not only being willing and able to contribute; it also involves being respectful of others' time and interests, being aware of what concerns are already under discussion and unresolved at any particular point, and being aware of those occasions when a particular topic or thread that interests you would be more appropriately pursued later or outside of class.
Book to buy:
Research Ethics: A Reader, edited by Deni Elliott and Judy E. Stern (University Press of New England, 1997)
Course materials on the web:
Some course documents, including this syllabus, will be available on the web site for the course, the URL of which is http://web.ku.edu/~utile/courses/esr1
The Ethics of Scientific Research, Spring 2010 p. 3
(If you don't want to type in this whole thing, you can stop after 'utile'-at which point you'll be at my personal web site-and then follow the links to the web site for this particular course.)
Most of the readings mentioned below-every one for which URLs are not provided (and some for which they are)-will be provided on the course Blackboard site.
E-mail distribution list:
I've had the KU computer folks set up an e-mail distribution list for the course, and its address is the following:
biol420_87749sp10_dl@mail.ku.edu I've had it set up so that not only I, but also you, can use it, so that you can communicate with everyone in the class (including me) whenever you have a reason to do so.
In general, I'll try to mention everything important (whether substantive or procedural) in class. But at times, I may use the e-mail distribution list to send you information that you will be responsible for having or acting on, so it is your responsibility to make sure that you read mail that I send to this list. You can do this by making sure that you (1) have an e-mail address, (2) are registered for the course (because this list is updated every night to reflect current enrollment, taking account of drops and adds), and (3) read your e-mail. There is one complication that you should be aware of: if you have both an Exchange e-mail address (e.g., so-and-so@ku.edu) and a non-Exchange e-mail address (e.g., so-and-so@gmail.com), and you prefer to receive e-mail at the latter address, then mail sent to the email distribution list for the course will not necessarily go to it, even if you have registered it with KU as your primary e-mail address. (This is a known problem with the KU distribution-list system.) To deal with this problem, either check your Exchange account as often as your check your non-Exchange account, or arrange for mail sent to your Exchange account to be forwarded to your non-Exchange account. For more information on this problem and how to solve it, see the Distribution List Primer (http://www.email.ku.edu/dlists/primer.shtml) and look at the answer to the second question: "Some of the people on my list say they're not getting my list mail. Why?"
Also in regard to this list, note that you cannot send e-mail to this list just by sending a message to its address. You also have to send your message from an authorized e-mail account. Normally, that is whatever account you use to receive e-mail sent to this list. So, even if you receive mail sent to this list by having your KU e-mail forwarded to (e.g.) your Gmail account, you should not count on being able to use the e-mail list (as a sender) from your Gmail account. You may have to send your message from your Exchange account.
Academic misconduct:
I take academic misconduct, especially cheating on tests and plagiarizing papers, extremely seriously, and am generally disposed to impose the harshest available penalties when it occurs. KU's policy on academic integrity is in article 2, section 6 of the University Senate Rules and Regulations (https://documents.ku.edu/policies/governance/USRR.htm#art2sect6).
Disability accommodation:
If you have a disability for which you may be requesting special services or accommodations for this course, be sure to contact Disability Resources (http://www.disability.ku.edu), at 22 Strong Hall or at 864-2620 (V/TTY), if you have not already done so, and give me a letter from that office documenting the accommodations to which you are entitled. Please also see me privately, at your earliest convenience, so that I can be aware of your situation and can begin to prepare the appropriate accommodations in advance of receiving the letter from Disability Resources. 12. Disclosing one's conflict of interest is generally seen as the most important step to take in order to appropriately deal with a conflict of interest when it cannot be avoided beforehand. Why is this considered important? What is accomplished by such disclosure?
Conflicts of Interest and Conflicts of Commitment
13. Answer questions 1-3 on p. 190 of the Elliott and Stern collection.
Institutional Responsibility March 30 overview and cases
Edward Berger and Bernard Gert, "Institutional Responsibility" (Elliott and Stern, "Cases for Consideration" (Elliott and Stern, paper topics (choose one):
14. An institution's handling of a possible case of scientific misconduct typically includes both an inquiry stage and an investigation stage. What is the purpose of having these two separate stages? Are there any disadvantages associated with having these two separate stages?
15. Answer questions 1-2 on p. 210 of the Elliott and Stern collection. 20. The remarks of President Bush and of President Obama offer sharply contrasting views on the moral permissibility of stem-cell research. What are the ethical issues at stake in this debate, and how to you evaluate the relative strength of the competing reasons on the two sides of this debate?
21. In regard to stem-cell research, both President Bush and President Obama have sought to position themselves as moderates rather than extremists. How, specifically, have they sought to do this, and have they succeeded?
May 4 reserve end-of-semester information:
The papers are the only written assignments in the course. There is no final exam.
If you would like to retrieve any work that you have turned in, but have not yet had returned to you, please retrieve it by November 30, 2010. After that date, I may discard unclaimed work from this semester.
